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Grade: 8
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Year Originated: 2002

Scoring: 4-Strand by 4-Levels

Mode:  Persuasive   
Prompt:  The school board is considering extending the school day by two hours to 

improve student achievement. Your principal is gathering student opinions 
to help make this decision. In a multi-paragraph essay to your principal,

                         persuade him or her to extend or not extend the current day. 
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Extending the School D
ay

 
M

y opinion on extending the school day.

 
M

y opinion on extending the school day.  I disagree on doing so.  O
ne is that 

m
any students have after school sport or program

s after school.  If the school day 
w

as extended teen, and kid couldn’t do m
any after school activeites because of the 

late school hours.

 
O

ne hom
ew

ork although it’s good for you.  Students w
ould have less tim

e 
to do w

ork on projects m
ath papers and the hom

ew
ork from

 other classes at hom
e.  

B
ecause som

e teachers think m
ore tim

e in class the m
ore the student gets done so 

m
ore hom

ew
ork.  also they could go fast on test and chapters but I still dissagree on  

adding tw
o hours. 

 
H

ere at                M
iddle School you get out at 2:45.  If it w

as tw
o hours 

Longer w
e w

ouldn’t get out till about 5:00 pm
.  M

any kids w
ould m

iss out on after 
school activities.  A

lso m
any parents w

ould like their kids to injoy life.  B
ut if the 

school longer w
hen w

ould the parents be able to take them
 places w

hile its late.  
M

ost fam
ilies w

ould be having dinner the tim
e m

ost students aproched hom
e. 

 
B

y the tim
e som

e and m
any students get hom

e it w
ould be dark cold and 

dangerous for younger kids.  You know
 them

 they can’t w
ait to get out of school.  

Em
agin the terror or fright m

any little kids m
ust have w

alking hom
e in the dark.  

 
Parents Love their K

now
 m

atter w
hat.  Still they like to see at least not 

perfect at least average grades.  So I still dissagree on adding tw
o m

ore hours to 
the school hours.  I think that you should agree apon this statem

ent that they should 
N

ot should add tw
o m

ore hours to the school day thank you. 
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I think our school should not extend the school days by tw

o hours.

 
If w

e do extend the school days there w
ould be m

ore violence at schools, 
because m

ore people w
ill get m

ad at other people and get into fi ghts in that extra 
tw

o hours.  A
lso there w

ill be m
ore violence w

ith the gun shooting that goes on 
during school hours. 

 
Teachers w

ho teach at this school m
ight not w

ant to w
ork an extra tw

o hours 
every day for 180 days.  If those tw

o hours m
ean tw

o m
ore periods, w

ho w
ould 

w
ant to teach us students.  H

ow
 w

ould you fi nd people that w
ould w

ant to w
ork at 

a school and not care how
 long they w

ould have to put up w
ith kids. 

 
The teachers I think have enough kids to teach as it is right now.  If w

e get 
longer school days and that w

ould m
ean the teachers w

ould have to teach about 
one-hundred m

ore students every day for the rest of the school years.  There w
ould 

also be a lot m
ore papers to grade and a lot of kids to have to put up w

ith.

 
It w

ill also coast m
ore m

oney to have an extra tw
o hours of school because 

students eat breakfast at around 6:30am
 every m

orning, then go to school and lunch 
at about 12:30pm

 and go hom
e and eat a snack a 3:00pm

.  W
hat are they going 

to do food w
ise for the students that have to stay an extra tw

o hours every day for 
school?  W

hat are they going to eat?  The teachers w
ould have to give us students 

som
ething to eat for like a snack at around 3:00pm

, so w
e can stay focused on 

school w
ork and not go to sleep from

 hungryness.  

 
M

ore kids w
ould leave to go to another school because they w

ould not have 
enough tim

e after school to hang out w
ith their friends. 

 
The schools w

ould be getting alot m
ore phone calls from

 parents because 
m

ost kids have doctor apointm
ents after school around 3:30- 4:00pm

 and those kids 
w

ould have to m
iss school to go to them

.  A
lso kids have dentist and orthodontist 

apointm
ents the w

ould have to m
iss school also to go to them

. 
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C
ontinued

 
M

ore kids w
ould skip school because they get board of school and how

 long 
it w

ould be and they w
ill hate the teachers that they have.  They w

ould also be 
getting trouble alot m

ore because the day are longer than usual and they have m
ore 

tim
e to do stuff w

rong.  

 
That is w

hy I think w
e should not extend school hours by tw

o hours. 
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      8

 
D

ear Principal, 

 
K

ids today are alw
ays bored, tired, hungry, dazed out and even m

ore tired 
during school.  If the school’s typical day is increased by 2 hours, there w

ill be a lot 
m

ore kids doing this.  There m
ay also be an increase in kids w

ho skip school.

 
Parents m

ay even fuss about this.  They’ll say thing like “w
hy don’t w

e spend 
m

uch tim
e together anym

ore” to their child.  A
rgum

ents w
ill break out betw

een the 
tw

o, and kids w
ill start com

m
ing hom

e late so they don’t have to argue w
ith their 

parents.  I’m
 sure you’ll get num

erous call asking if the school know
s w

here their 
son/daughter is.  Soon the parents w

ill becom
e very annoyed and stressed out about 

not know
ing w

here their kids are and start protesting against it. 

 
A

thletics.  W
hat if kids w

ant to do after-school-activities like basketball, 
football, volleyball, w

restling, or track?  W
ouldn’t kids be com

ing hom
e pretty 

late since m
ost of the sports are 2 hours long or m

ore.  K
ids w

ho are doing school 
sports w

ill have no tim
e to do anything, not even schoolw

ork.  If a kid does m
anage 

to get his hom
ew

ork done, there m
ay not be a chance to turn it in because kids w

ill 
be going to sleep so late that they w

on’t be able to w
ake up the next day. 

 
Say a kid has a problem

 w
ith a certain teacher and can’t be tranfered to a 

different class.  If the school day extends that m
eans that the school periods extend 

also.  N
ow

 w
hat does the kid do if he has a problem

 w
ith a teacher, w

alk out of 
class or not do anything and have his parents called?  N

ow
 if there w

as a lot m
ore 

kids w
ho have this problem

 they’ll be in trouble both at school and at hom
e for 

bad grades and not doing anything in class.  These kids w
ill have the m

ost diffi cult 
tim

e keeping their grade up.  The kids w
ill tell their parents w

hy they’re getting 
bad grades and the parents w

ill call school and everything w
ould becom

e crazy.  
Please if you could, try to reconsider your decision of increasing the school day by 
2 hours.

Sincerely, 
C

       H
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H

ave you ever asked yourself, 
“W

here has the tim
e gone?”  W

ell I sure have and I’ve asked it plenty of tim
es.  

You m
ay think that our lives as teens aren’t as busy as yours.  M

aybe they aren’t 
but w

e still have plenty of things that have to try and fi t into our lives such as chores, 
housew

ork, pets, sports, friends, fam
ily, plus a six hour school day.

 
A

dding tw
o m

ore hours onto our school day w
ould just further confuse and 

com
plicate our lives.  W

e kids already have a hard enough tim
e trying to scrunch 

all these things into our schedule w
ith a six hour day.  Just im

agine w
hat it w

ould 
be like w

ith an eight hour school day. 

 
A

s you know
 m

any teens already play on sports team
s our have som

e 
kind of after school activity of their ow

n.  M
any teenagers, such as m

yself, have 
already com

m
itted ourselves to such things as sports practices or have com

m
itted 

them
selves to helping a team

 of people.  A
nd if tw

o hours w
ere added to the school 

day it m
ight overlap w

ith household responsibilities, such as taking care of pets, 
and doing chores.  A

nother thing that w
e need is to have a little bit of “dow

n” tim
e 

w
here w

e can relax w
ithout w

orrying about all the pressures of being a teenager. 

 
O

ne reason you m
ay think that extending the school day is a good idea, is 

because it w
ould give the students that don’t learn as fast tim

e to on the things they 
m

ight not understand.  This a good point, but w
hat about all the students that are 

faster learners.  If som
eone is review

ing all the stuff they know
 and understand, it 

m
ay becom

e boring and uneventful for som
e of the quicker learners.  

 
So as you decide w

ether or not to extend the school day.  I hope you think 
of all the things that you like to do outside of school.  Things such as fam

ily and 
friends.  and think of how

 diffi cult it m
ight be to fi t all those things into your life 

w
ith tow

 extra hours of school.
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